The Epistle to the Romans

Study 15

Romans 7

14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 

15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 

16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 

17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 

18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 

19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 

20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 

21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 

22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 

23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 

24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 

25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.
A man joined a gun club.  After a few practices he was able to now and then hit within the target.  But he was way off the bull’s eye.  He kept practising.  After a few years of shooting, he was becoming quite good.  Yes, he would hit bull’s eye, but many times he was off it.   His aim was of course to hit it 100%, but he could not although he was not far from the bull’s eye.  Was it his aim to hit outside the bull’s eye?  No!  But, what he aimed not to do, which was not to hit outside the bull’s eye, he did.  And what he aimed to do, which was to hit bull’s eye, he did not.
That was how the great Apostle Paul felt with regards to his spiritual life.  19 “For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.”  His aim was to do good all the time.  If he was not matured in the faith he would not be aiming for that good.  But, he was really very matured in the faith, so matured in the faith that he felt that he was missing the bull’s eye which he wanted very much to hit.  He saw the perfection of God’s laws and wanted to obey them perfectly, but realized that he was often off-target.  
Some people say, “Since Paul says, 19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do,  he must be talking about himself before his conversion.”  
Qn:   How can we use verse 22 “For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:”, to argue that he was talking about himself as a believer?
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Qn:  Based on Psalm 1, describe the man who delights in the law of God.

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:   Contrast between the behaviour of Paul before his conversion and that after his conversion to show how fruitful he was in brining forth the fruits of repentance and righteousness.  Read Acts 26: … “10  many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.  11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities”  and 2 Cor 11: “23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.  24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.  25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;  26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;  27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.  28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.”
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Qn:  How fruitful have we been showing fruits of repentance and fruits of righteousness?
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Qn:  If we are true believers, we must delight in the law of God.  Practically, how would we regard God’s Word?
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Qn:  Consider this illustration:  Some years ago, we knew this friend who was dying of cancer.  She had two daughters – both in primary school.  She decided that she must leave word behind for them.  And so she wrote a series of letters for them to open when they reached various stages of their lives.  Would not the two girls read the letters when they arrived at each of those stages?  Surely they would, not just out of curiosity, but rather more importantly, as mother’s love letters for them.  They would want to hear mother’s loving instructions and advices on how they should live their lives because they knew mother wanted the best for them.  It would be very unusual if these two girls would not treasure them.  Now if you are not this woman’s child would you be interested in reading those letters?  Maybe you would,  but you would read them out of curiosity at the very most.  You would not treat them as love letters from mother as these two girls would.  Is there a possibility that the girls would only treasure the letters sentimentally?  How can we treat God’s Word as a love letter to us?
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Verse 14: For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.
Qn:  Continuing from the preceding verses that say that the law is good, Paul says, “...we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.”  The law is spiritual does not mean that the law is not mental or non-physical.  What it means is that it “comes to us from the Deity, from the Holy Spirit in the full measure of His Divine nature.  The law is spiritual, for it has a spiritual origin and a spiritual power.” (Sproul).  In contrast, Paul says he is, “carnal, sold under sin.”  Does this mean that there is such a thing as a ‘carnal’ Christian?
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Verses 15, 16: For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.  16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 

Comments on verse 16: Paul says that he agrees that the law is good, because of the very fact that there is in him the desire not to do that which he hates.
Verse 17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
Qn:  In this verse, is Paul denying personal responsibility for his sins?  Explain what he means.
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Qn:  Does this mean that Paul after his conversion has two personalities or that he is a schizophrenic?
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Verse 18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.  
Qn:   Burkitt: That is in my corrupt and unregenerate nature, there is nothing truly and spiritually good; and this I myself am sensible of, and privy to, and very well acquainted with.  Is it important for us to recognize this truth?  Why?
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Qn:  Burkitt: “ to will is present with me; that is, to will what is good, to purpose good, and to desire that which is good, is present with me; but I want (ie I lack) ability to perform that good I purpose.

Learn hence, That though to will that which is good is ready and at hand with God's regenerated children, yet through that corruption which still abides in them, they are sometimes disabled for doing that good which they purpose, design, and desire to do; and that little good they do, is very brokenly and imperfectly done.”   Is Paul saying that he is totally incapable of doing good as a true believer in Christ Jesus?
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Verse19  For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.

Qn:  Paul has been talking about the spiritual struggles of a matured believer.  He feels the constant sense of falling short.  He feels he is missing bull’s eye, something he wishes to hit, but he keeps hitting outside of it something he does not wish to hit.  Is it good to have a sense of falling short?  Why?  What happens if the whole church were to have a sense of ‘falling short’?
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Qn:  The good spoken of here is absolute good.  It is good in the sense of perfect compliance with the law of God.  But liberal churches would try to change the standard of God’s law to make themselves feel good and moral by having a very humanistic interpretation of God’s law.  Take for example, God’s condemnation of homosexuality.  This condemnation is absolute. But unbelieving liberals would say, “But this condemnation of homosexuality was cultural.  It was peculiar to the time of Moses and in the early church.”  This is how they would interpret Lev 18:22, "Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination."  They would say, “Today, with better education and enlightenment, we understand that homosexuality is very acceptable.  It is normal.  It was only cultural that it was condemned at that time.”  What is the answer to such a humanistic interpretation?
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Verses 21-23: 21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.  22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:  23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.
Qn:  What is the cause of this struggle – the struggle of wanting to do good and failing to do it, and not wanting to do evil but ending up doing evil?
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23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. This another law is the principle that urges us to sin that we talk about earlier on.  It is the same law that is spoken of in 21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.   The law of my mind in v 23 refers to the law of the new man, or the inner man.  It refers to the inclination of the new man to obey the laws of God.  As a result we have this conflict between the law that urges us to sin and the law of our mind which has the inclination to obey the laws of God.

Verse 23   But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.
Qn:  Reading verse 23, we might feel that we are fighting a losing battle in wanting to do right and not wanting to do evil.  Is this true?  Why?
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Verses 24,25: 24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 

25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.
Qn:  Who should be giving us this victory in our struggle against this law of sin?  (The body of this death was like the body of a dead man lashed to the living body of a murderer who had killed that man.  And as a punishment for him, the body of this dead man was tied to him.  He was to carry the dead body around until the decaying body killed him with its infection.)  How may we have victory in this struggle?
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